
A CARE AND SHARE OF CROOKSTON, INC. PUBLICATION

Pg 2 - Executive Director’s memo 
Pg 3 - Survey - on Strategic Plan
Pg 4&5 - Recognizing Donors & Volunteers 
Pg 6 - Lived Experience story 
Pg 7 - Board of Directors & Employee
Recognition 



Gratitude in Action at Care and Share
 

As spring brings renewal and growth, so too does the spirit of generosity that surrounds
Care and Share. We are honored to share the many wonderful things unfolding within our

walls, all made possible by the continued kindness of our community and our valued
partners. 

First, we extend our heartfelt thanks to United Way for their ongoing grant funding. Their
unwavering support sustains both The New Hope Food Shelf and The Care and Share Soup
Kitchen, allowing us to continue serving hot meals and providing critical nourishment to our

neighbors in need. This support reaches far beyond our doors, it uplifts every single guest
who walks in with hunger and leaves with hope. 

We are also deeply grateful to Tri-Valley Opportunity Council, whose continued support in
funding for long-term homelessness is helping us offer stability and dignity to those facing

some of life’s most difficult challenges. Their partnership strengthens the foundation we
build with every individual seeking a path forward. 

In a beautiful fusion of creativity and healing, we’re thrilled to announce that the Northwest
Minnesota Arts Council has once again awarded us a grant to support the work of Artist
Trey Everett, who continues to bring painting and therapeutic art into our space. Trey’s

murals are more than just an outlet, they are a source of connection, inclusion, and
emotional restoration. Art therapy has proven to be a powerful tool for mental wellness, and
we are grateful to offer this opportunity in a place where everyone is welcomed and seen. 
Each of these organizations, and every single person who supports Care and Share in ways

big and small, is a part of something greater. Your belief in our mission brings comfort,
healing, and dignity to every guest who comes through the doors. We see the impact daily,

and it’s nothing short of inspiring. 
From all of us at Care and Share: thank you. We couldn’t do this without you. 

                                                   
                                                      -Carolina A. Diaz 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY. WE APPRECIATE
YOUR FEEDBACK.

YOU CAN ALSO FIND THIS SURVEY ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.CAREANDSHARECRK.ORG
 

KARI BRAULT CHAIR, BOARD OF DIRECTOR CARE &
SHARE OF CROOKSTON, INC.

 IN 2025, THE CARE & SHARE OF CROOKSTON BOARD OFIN 2025, THE CARE & SHARE OF CROOKSTON BOARD OF
DIRECTORS IS CREATING A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SURVEY IS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM A
NUMBER OF STAKEHOLDERS THAT MAY BE HELPFUL IN DETERMINING THE
SPECIFIC PRIORITIES THE ORGANIZATION WILL FOCUS ON IN THE NEXT

ONE TO THREE YEARS. THE SURVEY IS CONFIDENTIAL AND SHOULD TAKE
LESS THAN 10 MINUTES TO COMPLETE. PLEASE SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

BY ANSWERING THE SURVEY QUESTIONS. YOUR RESPONSES WILL
PROVIDE OUR STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE WITH VALUABLE

INSIGHTS AS WE DETERMINE THE STRATEGIC PRIORITIES THAT WILL GUIDE
OUR WORK IN THE COMING YEARS. YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS

PROCESS REFLECTS OUR SHARED COMMITMENT TO THE SUCCESS OF
OUR ORGANIZATION. 
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CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY. 

*please note that the previous technical difficulties to the survey
have been fixed. The link will take you directly to the survey thank

you!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffNniQfLaDcWXK92HYyFrF4bhaoKsO-3KciTRlKpdJqKWUWQ/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffNniQfLaDcWXK92HYyFrF4bhaoKsO-3KciTRlKpdJqKWUWQ/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffNniQfLaDcWXK92HYyFrF4bhaoKsO-3KciTRlKpdJqKWUWQ/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffNniQfLaDcWXK92HYyFrF4bhaoKsO-3KciTRlKpdJqKWUWQ/viewform?usp=preview
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We’re so grateful for her dedication, creativity,

and commitment to the team. Thank you,
Candace, for going above and beyond!💛💫



Administrative
Assistant
Candace S. is
having her
blood pressure
checked and is
pleased that it
is a good
number! 😁

Security/D
onation
Room
Manager
Adam L. is
having his
blood
pressure
checked
today.

This guest is
currently
benefiting
from our foot
care
services.
Foot care is
incredibly
important!

This guest is
utilizing our
services today for
foot care, and he
mentioned that he
felt like a million
bucks afterward.
😊

This guest
is taking
advantage
of our foot
care
services
today. Foot
Care is very
important!!

This guest
understands
the
significance of
proper foot
care! Today, he
had the
opportunity to
enjoy some
exceptional
foot care.

Today, the Nursing Group
from Northland Technical
College volunteered their

time to assist with various
tasks, including measuring
blood pressures, providing
foot care, organizing the

donation room, and
arranging the food shelf for
community members and

guests.

This guest is
taking
advantage of
the services
today to have
his blood
pressure
checked. 😊

Food
Shelf
Manager
Keith D. is
having his
blood
pressure
checked
today.

Assisting in
stocking the food
shelf can be a
tedious task, but it
is essential work.
Thanks to these
two dedicated
volunteers, it has
been successfully
replenished!

One of our most
valuable resources
is the Donation
Room, where
community
members and
guests can access
essential clothing
and household
items.

This volunteer is
organizing and
displaying clothing
items that have
been donated by
fellow community
members for
others to use.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Frita L. and the incredible nursing students from
Northland Technical College for visiting the shelter and generously sharing your time,

skills, and compassion with both staff and guests.
Your presence reminded us how powerful small acts of kindness can be. In moments

when many are facing difficult and uncertain challenges, simple gestures of self-care,
offered with gentleness and empathy, can provide not only comfort but also a sense of

peace and dignity. You helped people feel seen and valued, and that is no small gift.
We are deeply grateful that you chose our organization as a place to share your talent
and training. Your compassion and willingness to connect with others in their time of

need make a lasting impact. Thank you for embodying the true spirit of care and
community.
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The Care and Share is a place that has a lot of programs,
and if you really need the help it’s there for you if you work at
it. When you have nowhere else to go C&S is there for you. 
What was most helpful for me was the partnership that the

C&S has with Alluma and Riverview Recovery. The Case
Manager and the friendly staff will help you guide the way. I

would say C&S are way more personal and look at you as an
individual and not as a mass group of homeless people. 

Today I am working on getting a place, I am more happy with
myself and that’s the most important thing to me. And

getting on with my life and improving every day. Thank you for
taking the time to read my story, 
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My circumstances prior to coming to
Care and Share happened this way: My
mom had passed, I got married, covid
hit and after 50 years of age I became
homeless. It was a very trying time in

my life. I was not very self sufficient at
this time. I was also a guest at C&S a
year ago, unfortunately at that time I

was not ready to deal with my demons. 
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My name is Deanna (Dede) Butenhoff, I reside in
Crookston, MN with my husband Mick Butenhoff. I

have been fortunate to work as an Insurance Agent
and Registered Representative in the insurance and

financial services industry for Ozark National Life
and N.I.S. Financial Services for 27 years. As a

member of the Care & Share Board, I am looking
forward to learning more about how the Care &

Share helps the vulnerable population in our
community and the challenges that come along with

that mission. Being able to share my passion of
helping people, with others who have the same goal,

is a "win" for me.



Please scan
this QR code

to be brought
directly to

our
WEBSITE!!

HTTPS://WWW.CAREANDSHARECROOKSTON.ORG 

Editor: Candace SamEditor: Candace Sam

THE GENEROUS DONATIONS WE
RECEIVE, INCLUDING THROUGH THE
AMAZON WISH LIST HELP US BETTER

MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR GUESTS,
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATE

THROUGH OUR WISH LIST!! 

The Care and Share of Crookston,
Inc.

220 E. 3  St. Crookston, MN 56716rd

phone number (218) 281-2644
fax (218) 281-5795

The Care and Share of Crookston,
Inc.

220 E. 3  St. Crookston, MN 56716rd

phone number (218) 281-2644
fax (218) 281-5795

To visit our
GiveMN site to
donate directly

& paperless
SCAN this QR

code 

HTTPS://WWW.GIVEMN.ORG/DONATE/CARE-AND-SHARE 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE
ADDED TO

OUR E-NEWSLETTER E-MAILING
LIST PLEASE SEND THE EDITOR

CANDACE S. AN E-MAIL @
CANDACES@CAREANDSHARECRK

.ORG


